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MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 17, 2015

The meeting of the Lackawaxen Township Fire Commission was called to order by President Kerkowski at 7:00 pm.  After a salute to the flag, President Kerkowski welcomed the guests to the meeting.

Present:  Ruth Daniels, Larry Dosch, Donald Jahn, John Kerkowski, Sheldon Langer, Supervisor Mike Mancino, Student Representative Brian Nielsen, Bill Thomas, Buddy Tascone

Excused:  Bob Beltramine, Al Petrillo, Ben Solowitz, Cathy Wargo 

Absent:  Rodge Patel

Guests: Rich Klein (Blue Heron Woods Association), Jim Knapp and Wayne Rosengrant (Forest VFD), Fred Suljic

Buddy made one correction to the minutes of our last meeting, August 20, 2015; A total of $22,000 has been distributed to the four fire companies from our fundraising drive; $5,500 to each.  The minutes of the August 20, 2015 meeting were then unanimously approved with a motion made by Sheldon Langer and seconded by Larry Dosch.

Committee Reports:

Finance Committee:  Ben Solowitz

President Kerkowski reviewed the monthly financial report ending September 12, 2015; a copy of which will be retained with these minutes.  The balance of the account is $5949.12, with no outstanding bills.  The return pool from the last fundraising campaign seems to be almost dry.  Our Fall Fundraising Campaign is scheduled for October.  

Fundraising Committee:  Al Petrillo

President Kerkowski reported that Al has finalized the flyer for the Fall Fundraising Campaign and has sent it to the printer.  The last paragraph of the flyer emphasizes the fact that the Commission is conducting this campaign on behalf of all four fire departments.  It is hoped that this will once again remind tax payers that they will no longer receive separate mailings from “their” home department; “when you give to the Commission you give to all the departments.”  Supervisor Mancino will work with the printer on the electronic mailing list.  Over $700 has been saved using this printer; we don’t print labels, there is no need for a “stuffing party” and we receive a discount from the Post Office because we use the electronic mailing list.

Insurance Committee:  John Kerkowski

We were asked to let John know if any of the departments have an interest in a “Safe Driving Course.”  We are in our third year with Jim Davis and DGK (Selective) Insurance Company.  As previously agreed upon, we can once again receive proposals from other insurance companies.  John will contact Dave Ruby of VFIS (Nationwide) Insurance Company to see if he is interested in submitting another proposal to us at our November meeting.  John was contacted by Gretchen Swanson of the Joyce Insurance Group in Pittston, who will also be making a presentation to us at our November meeting.  However, we will not be accepting formal proposals until next year prior to our policy renewal in April.  The purpose of the November session is to let the companies know what is expected in the consolidated policy as well as to hear what their agencies have to offer.  Jim Davis is already a known quantity, but John will ask him if he wants to attend the November meeting also.

Communications Committee:  John Kerkowski

John took pictures of Don Jahn and Brian Nielsen to add to our website.  

WAHS Emergency Services Club Committee:  Sheldon Langer

A planning meeting for the Emergency Services Club will take place in the high school on Wednesday, September 23rd.  We are all welcome to attend.  At present, John, Sheldon, Al and Mike are planning to attend. This meeting will enable the club to set up an agenda for the current school year.  Buddy will ask Mary Allen and Dave Bates, co-managers of the Woodloch Safety Services Department, if they would be interested in making a presentation to the club.

Fuel Study Committee:

No one has expressed an interest in the offer made by Firmstone Fuel Oil.  John will contact Steve at Firmstone to let him know.

Grants Committee:  Al Petrillo

President Kerkowski led a discussion regarding two major issues that pertain to the one LED sign granted to us under the approved SAFER Grant; the location of the placement of the sign and if the sign should be movable between the companies or permanently installed at one fire company.  The following points were discussed:

· Moving the sign between companies would allow for maximum exposure.
· Who would be responsible for moving the sign?  Who will take ownership for it and maintain it?
· Each department would have to educate a person to program the sign.
· Each department would have to have the proper power source.
· Possible damage to the sign while it is being relocated every 3 months.
· Increased possibility of theft and vandalism to a portable sign.
· There is a limited selection of portable signs.  A fixed sign would be more sophisticated in appearance and operation.
· A fixed sign would pose less of a security risk.
· The consideration of the sign being a nuisance to homes in the area and posing a traffic problem; the sign does not have to be lit 24/7.
· Will “banners” at other departments be considered “signs?”
· A fixed sign might be ignored after a time; signage would have to be kept “fresh.”
· The sign would have to be insured.  Are there any insurance restrictions if the sign is portable?
· The sign should be placed in the highest traffic area.  Considering that Route 590 would have the most traffic Forest or Greeley firehouses would be the best possible locations.  Forest traffic flow might focus to more potential candidates, keeping in mind traffic to and from the towns of Hawley and Honesdale.  

John referred us to the proposed amendment to the Township Zoning Ordinance covering digital signage; a copy of which will be retained with these minutes.  

After much discussion, a motion was made by Sheldon Langer and seconded by Bill Thomas to have a permanent sign erected at the Forest VFD location.  This was passed unanimously.  Chief Rosengrant will have to recommend our position to his department.  Supervisor Mancino will inform the other supervisors of our decision.  A meeting will be set up between Al, Wayne and a Township representative to pursue the signage.  

The IAR agreement has been sent in and paid for, effective September 8, 2015.  Any members that currently use the system will be getting a refund.  The three year contract will be paid for annually.  Al will send information to the departments that currently do not use the IAR system.  Wayne offered to help any departments that use the system for the first time.

Future Planning Committee:  Cathy Wargo

No report.

Old Business:

The final inspection was completed on Forest’s Live In facility, with only minor issues to resolve.  The building is ready for occupancy, with four applicants already considered.

The Safe River Project is a work in progress.  The Forest VFD will install the signs on the river side after the roadside signs are installed by the Township.  

Rich Klein, Vice-President of the Blue Heron Woods Association, addressed the Commission.  The following are the immediate concerns of the association:
· The size of the tank and its composition are not known.
· What actually is required for the safety of 142 lots in 3 different locations?
· Is there a well?
· Is the alarm itself defective?
· They cannot get any information from the developer. Is there documentation in the Township records?
· Who is responsible?

Supervisor Mancino suggested that Rich bring these questions to a Township meeting and address the Township Supervisors.

New Business:

Sheldon read the following resolution to recognize the Forest VFD:

“Whereas the Forest Volunteer Fire Department has been officially recognized by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and,
Whereas said recognition is in honor of the department’s achievement in having 15 of its 27 members nationally certified and,
Whereas national certification is an ongoing program of the department,
Now therefore the Lackawaxen Township Fire Commission formally commends the Forest Volunteer Fire Department for its accomplishment in undertaking this initiative.  It brings great credit to the Department, its officers and its members while reflecting favorably on the professionalism with which they approach firefighting and rescue operations in the Township.”
 
The motion to recognize was made by Sheldon and seconded by Supervisor Mancino and passed unanimously.  

Fred Suljic, WNEP Save a Life Program Representative, reviewed a smoke detector program that will air with Ryan Lecky on Thursday, September 24th between 4:30 am and 7:00 am.

The kick off for the “One of the Ones Recruitment and Retention Program” will take place on September 24, 2015 at 6:00 pm at the Pike County Training Center.  RSVP’s can be referred to Tim Knapp at tknapp@pikepa.org or call 570 296-6714.

President Kerkowski suggested that we send Peter Becker of the News Eagle information from our departments monthly, regarding what is happening in our departments; training and rescue operations.  Departments can furnish John with the information and he will send it to Peter.  

We discussed adding an amendment to our By-Laws that allows us to have a vehicle in which voting can take place in the absence of a quorum at a meeting.  Possibilities include write- ins, emails, an open phone line at a meeting, etc.  This was tabled for discussion until our next meeting.

Brian Nielsen offered the assistance of student representatives from WAHS to perform needed jobs in our departments.  He will meet with the Student Council and presidents of the various clubs on October 2nd.  Jobs that students could volunteer for include inventory, cleaning, computer work and any other needed venues.  Any department interested in this offer should speak to Brian.  John will ask that this be added to the agenda of the Chief’s meeting on Monday.  

The Central VFD will be hosting a Country Dinner.

The Forest VFD will be hosting its annual Gun Raffle on Friday, November 27, 2015.

Our next meeting will take place on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 7:00 pm in the Municipal Building.  

There being no further business to attend to, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm by unanimous vote and a motion made by Sheldon Langer and seconded by Bill Thomas.

Respectfully submitted,

Buddy Tascone
Secretary




													
